Guidance and support
for GCSE
Examinations

Revision planning and effective strategies are crucial for exam
success, providing students with a structured approach to learning

and retaining information.
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* Exam Dates and timetables

* Attendance

* Exam Etiquette

* Revision Planning and Guidance
* Parental Support

* Questions



Exam Dates and Timetables

« Set externally by exam boards.
« Dates for all exams can’t be changed by the school.
* No re-sits are available if exams are missed (year 12).

* Only some opportunities for re-sits if in year 11 and this Is
dependent on the subject.

« Timetables will be Issued to students after the Easter
break.



Attendance

e Crucial

Deadlines for numerous subjects — coursework

Revision strategies are being shared in lessons with students as staff
prepare them for their exams.

Resources are being shared with students as they progress through the
subject content right up until the exam. Resources are shared on google
classroom as well as in lessons for some subjects.

Exam preparation and Technique — attendance for all students is
iImportant in ensuring they have experience in practicing exam technique
and receive feedback on their performance.

Revision classes — These are being run by staff during and afterschool.
Students are made aware of these sessions and the information is
available in the subject exam information booklet.



Exam Etiquette

Punctuality — being prepared and ready to begin will help alleviate stress.
If late students may not be allowed to enter the exam.

Attitudes towards exams — Taking their exams seriously and having a
sensible and mature approach will ensure the smooth running of exams
and how students can focus and apply themselves confidently.

Smart Devices — Not allowed in the exam rooms under any circumstances
and must be handed in as they enter the exam room.

Exam conditions and consequences — Students must not communicate in
any way. Turning around in their seats, nodding, or any form of what
might be perceived as communication will be taken seriously.

Correct Equipment — Important that students are well prepared. Not
having the correct equipment for an exam can result in students not
being able to access or complete questions.



EXAMS PROTOCOL

All pupils must be at the Examination Room normally the Assembly
Hall at 8.50 am. At least 10 minutes prior to the exam.

There will be a seating plan outside the examination room and inside.

Pupils must locate on the plan where their seat is.

They must put their mobile phone and watch into an envelope, write
their name on the envelope and leave it at the front of the Hall.

Schoolbags and revision material must also be left at the front.
Anybody with a bottle of water/juice must remove the label.

FULL school uniform must be worn.

All exams start at exactly 9.00 am or 1:30pm. LATE arrivals will not be
tolerated. Students must check their start times in advance.

Examination room conditions apply from the minute they enter the
Hall. Pupils must not talk to each other or could be disqualified.

Pupils must not converse during an exam, or this will result in instant
disqualification.

* Pupils MUST bring any equipment they need to complete an
examination. All exams are completed with a black biro pen not gel.

* Examination timetables will be issued at the beginning of the summer
term.

e |f students finish early — read through the exam paper, check their
answers and questions — no drawing or writing on exam paper.

 Must not communicate in any way with other students — can be
disqualified from all exams.

* Smart devices — Student’s won’t be allowed to sit the exam if wearing
or have one on their person. Disqualification if found using one.

As a school we have not had any issues to date, but it is important all
stakeholders aware of procedures and severity of outcomes if these are
not met.
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What does the research say?
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Spacing is revisiting a topic
sometime after first learning it.

You need to go over topics multiple
times, with a gap in between. This is
because each time we go over a
topic (after a gap) we forget less of it
and remember more. This is shown
in the diagram below.

Throughout the course, you should
revisit/review topics that you
covered last week, last month and all
the way back to the start of the
course

Research has shown this to be
effective as it allows for some
forgetting time. Retrieving this
information is therefore more
difficult and so long-term retention is
improved.
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Time Management Techniques for
Exam Preparation

Setting Priorities Creating a Timetable

|dentify critical topics to allocate time Develop a study schedule to cover all subjects
efficiently. adequately.

This allows students to distribute their Students have discussed and been given
revision time at home more efficiently. resources in tutorial time to help them begin

this process. Blank revision timetables are
available online and copies are behind
reception if students need a new one.



How Can Parents Support Their Children

Provide
Encouragement

Support and motivate
them through the revision
Process.

Healthy Eating

Ensuring students eat
well and have a breakfast,
lunch and dinner.
Avoiding energy drinks
and foods or treats high
In sugar.

Creating a Conducive
Environment

Establish a peaceful and
organized study space.

Communication

Discuss and talk through
their planning and check
in on them regularly to
see how they are doing.

Balance
Responsibilities

Help them balance
revision with
extracurricular activities.

Revision buddy

Offer time to go over
revision material with them.
Quiz hem on the topics they
have revised using the
notes and materials they
have been supplied with.



Questions

Extra time in exams

Study Leave

Copies of materials shared



Maths Revision

#N Corbettmotths

Rewarding Learmning

After school revision sessions:
Tuesday 23" April 2.30-3.30pm
Tuesday 30 April 2.30-3.30pm

Tuesday 7t May 2.30-3.30pm
Tuesday 14t May 2.30-3.30pm
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